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to believe that his unfortunate penitent had gone com-
pletely mad.

It was not impossible that a layman might conceive
of a project to found a religious community and build
a hospital; the thing had already been done in France
and elsewhere. But it was sheer folly for an official of
the King at La Fleche to dream of establishing a hos-
pital in an uncultivated and desert island in North
America. Moreover, the island, whose actual owner,
at that moment, was Jean de Lauzon, the Intendant of
Dauphiny, was in a country which, in fact if not in
law, France had already lost, for this took place in
1631. It would be difficult to conceive of a project
more fantastic and impossible of realization. Objection
was piled on objection by all of those to whom the
Receiver of Taxes spoke; by all, that is, except one
pious and noble lady, Marie de La Ferre who confided
to him her desire to consecrate her life to the care of
the poor and the sick. In the meantime a rich gentle-
man of Normandy, the Baron de Fancamp, who had
heard of Le Royer's plan, offered to contribute his
influence and all his fortune to the execution of the
extravagant plan.

From now on, nothing could stop the Sieur de La
Dauversiere, not the objections raised by his relatives
and friends who were prompt to condemn such a rash
enterprise, the reservations of the ecclesiastical author-
ity, the coolness which followed hard on the steps of
the first enthusiasm, the malice of men, the moral
distress which assailed his own soul, nor sickness, loss
of money, or delays. All his actions and thoughts were
directed towards the goal which he had sworn to reach,
the colonization and the evangelization of the island
of Montreal.